
 
 
 

 
As you are no doubt aware, the Escondido City Council formally approved 
“outsourcing” the operation of the Library to a company named Library Systems & 
Services (LS&S).  City Staff and LS&S Staff are working out the details and timing 
of this transition. The Board of the Friends of the Library are hopeful that you will 
see little change in the operation of The Book Shop and that with your support we 
can continue to be instrumental in funding the wonderful programs we’ve enjoyed 
at the Escondido Public Library. 
 
To that end I’d like to share with you a letter I recently wrote to our 46 Friends of 
the Library Volunteers.  Happily, I received a very positive response to my letter 
and I’m pleased that our Volunteers are equally hopeful that The Book Shop will 
remain a strong source of funds and are willing to continue working in support of 
the Escondido Public Library.  My letter follows. 

 
 

TO:   Volunteers of the Friends of the Escondido Public Library 
 

RE: Role of our 46 Friends of the Library Volunteers 
 

My following comments are made with the hope that our volunteers will understand what the role of the Friends of the 
Library will be under the management of Library Systems and Services (LS&S). 
 

First, we are an independent California non-profit organization governed by a member-elected Board of Directors.  We 
have complete control over how the funds we raise in The Book Shop are to be used.  Neither the City Council nor 
LS&S will control the allocation of our funds. 
 

For years the Board has financially sponsored programs for children, teens and adults in Escondido and the 
surrounding community. We have sponsored free public entertainment, reading programs, holiday activities and more, 
as well as provided materials, supplies and books. 
 

LS&S Administration will continue to meet with our Board monthly to discuss matters of interest and/or concern, and 
we will continue to consider requests for funds to support Library programs.  The Board will continue to follow its 
established priority funding guidelines based on what the Board considers to be of most value to the children and the 
public. 
 

If, in the future, the Board is not pleased with the relationship and/or cooperation from LS&S, we have the option of 
disbanding our operation and therefore closing The Book Shop, which is the main source of nearly $75,000 we raise 
each year. 
 

I would urge you and all our volunteers to remain with the program so we can continue to provide the valuable services 
we enjoy offering to the young and old of Escondido. Please remember that we are not volunteering to please other 
organizations.  Our focus is always the children and adults of Escondido. 
 

Elmer C. Cameron, President 
Friends of the Escondido Public Library 
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Library Administration   Joanna Axelrod, Deputy City Librarian 

 
Dear Friends of the Library members and volunteers, 
 
Now that the City Council has voted to move ahead with outsourcing Library 
management to Library Systems & Services (LS&S), I want to take this 
opportunity to clear up any confusion or misinformation about what will happen 
as a result of that transition. 
 
Will the Library still be free? 

Yes, the Library will still remain a free public service. Community members can 
still obtain Library cards, check out books, use a computer, attend programs, 
and take advantage of online resources for free.  As it has always been, fines 
for overdue materials; media checkout fees; and fees for replacement cards will 
still be charged, but that money will go directly to the City.  Grant funding and 
donations will also go directly to the City.  None of that money will go to LS&S. 
The Library facilities (the Library, the Mathes Center which houses the Pioneer 
Room, and the Literacy Learning Center) will remain the property and responsi-
bility of the City as do all of the collections, the technology, and maintenance of the grounds and security systems.  
 
Will the current staff still have jobs? 

Yes, only three staff members have chosen to accept positions with other library systems. The remaining staff who 
have chosen to stay will be offered positions with LS&S at the same titles and salaries that they had as City 
employees. The difference is that they will no longer be contributing to the CalPERS retirement system and will instead 
be offered a 401K. The time and money that employees contributed to CalPERS during their employment with the City 
still belongs to those employees.  
 
What will happen to the Pioneer Room and Literacy? 

The Pioneer Room and Literacy, as core Library services, will be managed by LS&S staff as part of their service 
agreement, but those LS&S staff will be many of the same faces you have grown to love. LS&S does not intend to 
come in and sell off the Pioneer Room collections nor disband the Literacy program. Any changes to the Pioneer 
Room’s collections would be initiated by the Archivist and would fall in line with the procedures around Deed of Gift and 
the recently updated Collection Development Policy which is approved by the Library Board of Trustees. Both the 
Pioneer Room Friends Board and the Friends of Literacy Services Board have expressed their intent to continue to 
support those unique and valuable services as they always have. 
 
What will happen to our volunteers? 

As of today, we have only lost 4 volunteers as a result of the City Council’s decision, and new volunteers are coming 
on board daily. Under LS&S management, volunteers will continue to contribute their efforts to the City of Escondido 
and more importantly to the Escondido community. So, as a City of Escondido volunteer, community members have 
the ability to provide service to this community on the Library campus (in the Pioneer Room, for Literacy, for Youth 
Services, for Adult Services, for Technology & Support Services), for Community Services, for the Escondido Police 
Department, for the Parks Department, etc. Community members are not volunteering for LS&S regardless of which 
division or department they choose to support.  There will be no disruption to the ability of teenagers to volunteer their 
time moving forward either.  
 
In addition, each of the Library’s five volunteer support groups (Library Board of Trustees, Friends of the Library, 
Pioneer Room Friends, Escondido Library Foundation, and Friends of Literacy Services) have made statements to the 
effect that they will continue to operate and work to support the Library, the community, and their areas of special 
interest as they always have and will work with LS&S to make this a successful transition for the community. 
As always, thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions about this transition, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at jaxelrod@escondido.org.  
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A Note from the Editor:   
 
Eula Stephens, Shop Coordinator for The Book Shop for the past three years, has chosen to return to tutoring children 
through the Oasis program at local Escondido Schools.  The Board sincerely thanks Eula for her significant contribution 
and would welcome her back as a volunteer at any time in the future.  
 
We are grateful that volunteer and past Board Member, Linda Atkinson has accepted the position of Book Shop 
Coordinator. Please join us in welcoming Linda to her new role. 
                                                                                                                                                                      -- Ed 
 
 
 

Friends Book Shop News  Linda Atkinson, Shop Coordinator 

 
I’m delighted to begin my new role as Shop Coordinator of The Book 
Shop operated by the Friends of the Library.   
 

I’d like to keep in place many of the practices you’ve come to enjoy 
shopping for books and other media at our store.  I also have in mind 
some improvements that I think you’ll like, and I hope to implement them 
over the next several months 
 

As you are no doubt aware, management of the Escondido Library will 
be changing, but I feel optimistic that The Book Shop will continue to 
provide you with the wonderful selection of material you’ve come to 
expect.  I’m grateful our volunteers will continue to donate their time so 

we can help the library maintain the very popular programs they provide for children, teens and adults.  In 
that regard, I would love to talk with you if you are interested in becoming a volunteer.  We can always use 
more help! 
 

Right now we are filling our shelves with items for the Holidays, including newer fiction, non-fiction, movies, 
music CDs, puzzles, holiday greeting cards and handsome gift books. These items will be regularly 
replenished over the next several weeks.  And if you want even more of a bargain, plan to attend our 
last sale of the year on Friday and Saturday, December 1 and 2.  When shopping at The Book Shop and 
at our sales, please remember to bring your own bag, thanks! 
 
 
  

      UPCOMING SALE DATES    
   
  Fri/Sat   December 1 & 2  

 
  Fri/Sat   January 26 & 27 
 
                  Fri/Sat   February 23 & 24 
                                                           

                                                                            
 

Wishing all of our Friends of the Library a Wonderful Holiday Season!  
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THE BOOK SHOP HOURS 
 

Monday, Wednesday 
 Friday, Saturday 

10-4 
 

Tuesday, Thursday 

10-6 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT YOUR LIBRARY 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Books & Beer: Intro to Craft Brew 

Saturday, December 2, 2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Ages 21+ 

Join us for a fun afternoon talking all things beer with  

certified Cicerone (a Sommelier for beer), Jace Milstead!  

Learn about craft beer, how you can brew at home, and enjoy  

a variety of samples from local brewery, Latitude 33. A beer  

question and answer session will follow this event, and attendees 

will receive a free keepsake pint glass. Registration by December 1  

and proof of ID is required: library.escondido.org/register 

 

Adult Winter Crafts: Holiday Craft Making with Recycled Books        

Saturday, December 2, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

 

Escondido Writers Group 

Tuesday, December 5, 1:00–4:00 p.m. 

Writers of all genres are invited to read their work and receive 

group critiques in a friendly and comfortable environment.  

Special guest author Jennifer Anne Davis, author of the "True Reign"  

series, will be joining Escondido Writers Group! Learn more about  

her by visiting her website jenniferannedavis.com 

 

2nd Saturday Concert Series Presents Byron Chow Trio                   

Saturday, December 9, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

This three-piece classical ensemble will play well-loved                 

compositions and holiday themed selections. 

 

2nd Tuesday Book Club 

Tuesday, December 12, 6:00–7:30 p.m. 

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman.  

 

Holiday Food for Fines                                                        

November 27-December 30, 2017 

Clear up to $20 in fines from your Library account 

by bringing food donations! Proceeds benefit Interfaith 

Community Services. For more information,  

call 760-839-4684 or visit library.escondido.org/food 
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ARTS & CRAFTS 
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JANUARY 
 

Escondido Writers Group                                                                                                 

Tuesday, January 2, 1:00–4:00 p.m.  

                                                                             
Adult Winter Crafts: Watercolor Painting with Q-tips! 

Saturday, January 6, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

 

2nd Tuesday Book Club                                               

Tuesday, January 9, 6:00–7:30 p.m. 

H is for Hawk by Helen McDonald.  

 

 

2nd Saturday Concert Series Presents Louis Landon                         

Saturday, January 13, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

Solo piano concert by Steinway Artist Louis Landon,                                         

performing his own original compositions with the ambition 

to create a more loving and peaceful world. 

 

 

Rincon Literario, Bilingual Book Club                                                                           

Saturday, January 27, 10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 

In the Midst of Winter by Isabel Allende 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

2nd Saturday Concert Series Presents Bohua Youth Group 

*Note that this is on the 1st Saturday, February 3, 3:00-4:30 p.m. 

An instrumental ensemble comprised solely of middle grade and 

high school students whose traditional performances inspire an  

appreciation for Chinese art and culture. This is part of the  

Escondido Public Library’s 2018 Lunar New Year celebration. 

 

Escondido Writers Group                                                   

Tuesday, February 6, 1:00–4:00 p.m. 

 

Adult Winter Crafts: Picture Frame Decorating                                               

Saturday, February 10, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

 

2nd Tuesday Book Club 

Tuesday, February 13, 6:00–7:30 p.m. 

The Diver’s Clothes Lie Empty by Vida Vendela  

 

Rincon Literario, Bilingual Book Club                                                            

Saturday, February 24, 10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 

The Good Girl by Mary Kubica 
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ARTS & CRAFTS 

 

ARTS & CRAFTS 

 



 

MORE GREAT OFFERINGS FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
Did you know you can receive big discounts from local merchants and services just by presenting 
your Escondido Library card?  
 

 
 

And have you tried using some of the eServices that the Library has to offer? Try this link 
to see what’s available with your card https://library.escondido.org/newbooks.aspx 
 

eBooks and eAudiobooks 

 
 

Read a Digital Magazine 
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For those of you who may not have received this directly by Escondido Library enews, I thought it was h  
 
 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  clip here and submit above form with your dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Individual - $10.00 
Family - $15.00 
Supporting - $35.00 
Life Membership - $125.00 
Business/Organization - $30.00 

Payable to: 

Friends of the Escondido Public Library 
c/o Escondido Public Library 
239 South Kalmia Street 
Escondido, CA 92025 
 

NAME___________________________________________ PHONE___________ 

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 

CITY/ST_____________________________________________ ZIP___________ 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________ 

Special interests, talents and ideas:                                          _____ New Member   _____ Renewal        

Ever thought about volunteering? 
 

If you like books and you like people, volunteering as a Friend of the Library could be a great way 
to start off the New Year!  
 

There are a variety of jobs that need to be done to operate The Book Shop, and you would have the 
flexibility to decide what hours you can volunteer and what specific area might appeal to you.  Some 
examples of tasks that need to be done. . . 
 

 --  -- If you can spare 2 or 3 hours at a time, you might enjoy being a Cashier in The Book Shop on 
   a regular basis, weekly, bi-weekly or even just occasionally as a sub. 

 

-- You might like to price fiction or non-fiction books and get them ready to be shelved in 
 The Book Shop. 
 

-- You may enjoy sorting the donations that arrive and being the first to see the variety of books, 
 magazines, videos, and CDs that come in. 
 

-- And there’s many more tasks involved in running The Book Shop… 
 
Think about it.  If you’d like to hear more about what’s involved in being a volunteer, please call Cookie 
Allen, Volunteer Coordinator, at (760) 839-4819. 
 

 

    

 

 

**************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
If you have comments or suggestions for this newsletter please email Linda Faulkner, Editor, at lindafaulkner10@gmail.com 
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Application for Membership 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

It’s membership renewal time! 
 

Dues for the 2017-2018 Year were due and payable on 
October 1, 2017. 

 
Please look at the label on this Newsletter.  If your label 
says “Renew 2017-18,” please submit your renewal 
check payable to “Friends of the Library” and renewal 
form on page 7 to keep your membership current.  Thank 
you for your continued support! 
 

 

 Friends of the Library 
 Board of Directors  >>> 
 

 Elmer Cameron, President 
  Linda Faulkner, Vice President 
  Christel Luther, Treasurer 
  Mary Roy, Secretary 
 

  Directors: 
      Georgia Chonko 
  Lee Graniero 
  Marlene Hoover 
  Marge Kelley 
           Jim Tisdale  
          
  Shop Coordinator 
       Linda Atkinson* 
 
   *appointed by the Board 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 The Friends News 
      Linda Faulkner, Editor 

 The Friends Board meets the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
at 9:30 AM upstairs in the Board 
Room and is open to the public. 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * 
DO YOU SHOP AT MAJOR MARKET? 

Please save your Major Market shopping receipts for the Friends 

of the Library. They give us 1% of all receipts we collect! Just give 

them to the Cashier in the Friends Book Shop any time you visit.    

In 2017 we received over $150 from Major Market with this 

program. 
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